Objective: Identification of the symptoms of bacterial vaginosis (BV) in pregnancy might be rational in order to identify a possible BV-associated 
acterial vaginosis (BV) has been linked to numerous gynecologic and obstetric complications. Bacterial vaginosis in pregnancy has been associated with increased risk of preterm delivery and delivery of low-birth-weight infants [1] [2] [3] [4] and postpartum complications, such as endometritis and postcesarean infections, s The most critical period in pregnancy concerning vaginal infections seems to be the first and second trimesters. [6] [7] [8] The presence of an abnormal bacterial flora in early and mid pregnancy is thought to induce labor by stimulating the production of bacterial cytolytic enzymes and substances produced by bacteria-induced inflammatory cells or result from a subclinical infection in the uterus. 6 If BV is a predictor for adverse pregnancy outcome, screening during pregnancy and subsequent treatment might be rational. McGregor 9 has recommended screening all pregnant women and treating those with BV. He showed a significant reduction in preterm deliveries among women who were treated for BV during pregnancy compared with women with BV who were not treated. However, whether pregnant women with asymptomatic BV should be treated remains controversial. 1, 11 Recently, it has been shown that the presence of However, the small number of women in our study complicates the interpretation.
We observed a higher frequency of smokers among women with BV than among women without BV. This has also been noted by others. 13' 19, 20 In studies of abnormal vaginal flora and preterm delivery, smoking has usually been considered a potential confounder. However, whether the association between smoking and BV is causal or statistical is still controversial, and smoking might be an intermediate factor in the cause-effect relation. Thus, controlling for smoking when calculating the relative risk of preterm delivery among women with BV would result in a lowering of the risk es- timates.
In summary, we showed that asymptomatic BV in pregnancy is common, and not even by asking women specifically about the character of their discharge could we identify women with BV. Women with BV are more often smokers than women without BV.
